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Waterford Public Schools Recognized by the CSDE Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E  

                     The  

     Connection         

Waterford Public Schools 

also had the privilege of 

hosting the new state Com-

missioner of Education, Dr. 

Miguel Cardona, and the 

president of the Connecti-

cut chapter of the American Federation of Teachers, Jan Hochadel, on Friday, January 10, 

2020.  The group toured Waterford High School and Oswegatchie Elementary School and saw 

first-hand the many wonderful programs in the district.  This was an incredible honor to be 

able to highlight the great things happening in Waterford.  We are very proud of our students 

and staff and how they represented our district.                             

        See pg. 4 for more information 

Recently our district was recognized for the increase 

in math scores at Clark Lane Middle School on 

statewide testing.  As you may recall from an earlier 

edition, we reported that a team from Waterford was 

invited to present on our math teaching methods at 

the statewide Performance Matters Conference in the 

fall.  We also had the privilege of hosting the CSDE 

Performance Office at Clark Lane on January 30th as 

they visited our Math Department, observed our dis-

trict's approach to math in action, and viewed first 

hand Illustrated Math and job-embedded instruction-

al coaching.   

During their visit, the team from the Performance Office observed every math teacher and 

the variety of methods used to engage students, including Illustrative Math, Cooperative 

Group Work, use of Manipulatives and Models, and tech options such as Khan Academy. 

We are proud of our staff and students at CLMS and the significant jump in both achieve-

ment and growth in all three grades on the SBAC the last several years, most notably the 

large gains last year. We were honored to have the CSDE Performance Office visit Clark 

Lane!  

“Thank you again for being such gracious hosts yesterday. You have nurtured a great 

group of adults at this school who trust you, trust each other, and are willing to take risks 

and grow together. The engagement of the students, and the passion of the educators 

was evident in every classroom and truly energizing and invigorating. We especially ap-

plaud your efforts to build deep learning in mathematics among your students. We saw 

numerous examples of how teachers pushed students to think deeply and communicate 

their conceptual understanding of critical concepts. Such a fundamental change to 

teaching practices requires sustained coaching and support...I wish you the very best in 

the years ahead.”   

CSDE Chief Performance Officer Ajit Gopalakrishnan 
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RESULTS was the theme resonated by Superintendent Giard 

as he presented his recommended budget at the Board of Ed-

ucation Special Meetings/Budget Workshops on February 6th 

and 13th.  Focusing on the Next Generation Accountability 

Results that were recently published by the CSDE, Superin-

tendent Giard commended the staff and students of Waterford 

for the increase in scores at all levels noting that the initiatives 

and processes implemented in Waterford are working.  Con-

necticut’s Next Generation Accountability System indicates 

how well a school is preparing its students for success in col-

lege, careers and life.  This system assesses districts on 22 

indicators of progress including State Assessments in Math, 

Language Arts, Science, English Proficiency, Absenteeism, 

College and Career Readiness, Graduation Rates, Arts, and 

Physical Education.  The 2018-2019 Highlights included the 

Highest ELA SBAC Scores in District History (Highest % of Stu-

dents in Exceeded Band), Highest Math SBAC Scores in District History (Highest % of Students in Exceeded Band), 

Middle School SBAC Math Gains Recognized (Presented at Statewide Assessment Conference/Chief Performance Of-

ficer Visited CLMS), and % of Students Entering College Increasing (83% to 88% in 5 Years).  Notably in Math, Water-

ford saw a 52% Increase in Students at Goal or Above which equates to 258 MORE Students Achieving.  In ELA, Water-

ford recognized a 6.2% Increase in Students at Goal or Above which equates to 71 MORE Students Achieving.  The in-

crease in scores now placed Waterford in the top third of districts in the state.  This is an outstanding achievement and 

a credit to the Waterford team’s focus and hard work to meet all students’ needs. 

See pg 8 for Budget Timeline Information 

Congratulations to Great Neck Elementary for being recog-

nized as a School of Distinction for high academic growth 

and improvement in overall performance by the Connecticut 

State Department of Education.  This recognition is given by 

the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) 

to schools in the top 10% of the state for performance and/or 

growth. Accountability data for the district and schools can 

be viewed at http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do .  

http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
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Congratulations to Matthew Shampi-

ne of the Clark Lane Middle School 

Math Counts Team who placed 12th 

among 200 competitors at the Math 

Counts Competition at the Coast 

Guard Academy on February 1st.  

Matthew will compete in the state 

competition in March. 

Quaker Hill 5th graders, Sarah 

Chaput and Luke Wilson, were 

recognized at the CT Associa-

tion of Schools Elementary Arts 

Award for demonstrating excel-

lence in visual and performing 

arts, and being kind student 

citizens.     

Colleen Lineburgh, Water-

ford High School Unified 

Sports Head Coach, was se-

lected as one of the 2019 

Connecticut High School 

Coaches of the Year.    

The National High School Coaches 

Association has recognized Chris 

Gamble, Head Wrestling coach at 

Waterford High School, as a finalist 

for the National Wrestling Coach of 

the Year.   

Student and Staff Highlights 

STEM Day at Quaker Hill Elementary   

Quaker Hill Elementary students and staff were treated to an immersive, hands-on 

learning experience called STEM Day.  Each grade level was split into small groups and 

each group worked through learning stations that  involved STEM concepts and materi-

als.  There were 19 different stations including: K’nex, Specdrums, Sphero Mini, Marble 

Run, STEM Challenges, Color Alive, Legos, Osmo Coding, Sphero Bolt, Dash and Dot, 

3Doodlers, LittleBits, Code-a-pillar, Keva Planks, UV Beads, Ozobots, Osmo Monster and Bitsbox. Students 

worked to create and explore with these STEM tools, persevering through tricky problems and learning about 

coding through robotics and basic javascript.  Student-leaders in grades 3 and 5 did an excellent job running 

each of the learning stations.   

WHS seniors Ryan 

Dombrosky and 

Katherine Cote were 

selected to play in 

the All-State Orches-

tra. 

WHS freshman Charlotte Morin has 

been honored by the National Center 

for Women in Information Technology 

as a 2020 Connecticut Honorable Men-

tion for the Aspirations in Computing 

program.  
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 Technology Education - Construction and Engineering Course 

 English - Sports Literature (Grade 12 English)  

  Art - Exploring Drawing and Ceramics  

 Science - Honors Chemistry  

 Math - Honors Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus  

WHS 
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OSW 

Education       

Commissioner’s 

Visit 

Oswegatchie Chorus      Preschool  

Grade 2 - Number Corner       Grade 4 - Reader’s Workshop  

Discussion - Data Cycles and Instructional Coaching  
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Go Gold Games for Childhood Cancer Awareness 

 

Waterford Public Schools participated in the 3rd Annual "Go Gold" games in January to raise awareness for Child-

hood Cancer research. The theme was established two years ago by graduate and National Spirit of Sport Award 

winner Marissa Walker, a cancer survivor enjoying her second year of studies at The University of Miami.  This 

was a great district-wide event, that included WHS sports teams and conference teams, youth cheerleaders and 

youth basketball teams, performances by our elementary schools chorus singing our national anthem, and volun-

teers from our students, staff and Waterford families.   Athletes played for a child in our surrounding community 

that had succumbed to cancer, with each name being announced.  All money raised went directly to Camp Rising 

Sun, a special summer camp for children fighting this deadly disease.  During this incredible week of games, the 

spirit of these children was present, as well as the spirit of competition.  
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On Friday, January 31st, all schools in Waterford participated in “Sports Day” in support of the Miracle League 

Foundation.   This event was organized by the Principal of Lyme Consolidated School and schools from around 

Southeastern CT participated in an effort to raise funds for the construction of the Miracle League Field.  This 

field, to be located behind the Flanders Elementary School in East Lyme, is a space where children with phys-

ical, cognitive and developmental challenges can participate in sports of all kinds in a welcoming, non-

competitive atmosphere.  This will be accessible to children from all surrounding towns, including Waterford.   

We are thankful for the generosity of our staff, students and families.  Waterford Public Schools raised $2230 

to help support this wonderful initiative.   

Sports Day to Support the Miracle League Foundation  

Minding Your Mind 

In a continued effort to address the social emotional/mental needs of our stu-

dents, Waterford Public Schools in collaboration with East Lyme Public Schools 

hosted an evening for parents with nationally known mental health advocate 

Jordan Burnham on January 28th and a time with  students on January 29th.  Jor-

dan shared his message on hope and healing and presented a powerful presen-

tation to all students at Waterford High School on his personal journey of 

fighting depression and finding recovery.  The primary objective of Minding 

Your Mind “is to provide mental health education to adolescents, teens and 
young adults, their parents, teachers and school administrators. [Our] goal is to 

reduce the stigma and destructive behaviors often associated with mental 

health issues.”   

According to the annual School Breakfast Scorecard from the 

Food Research & Action Center, on an average day during the 

2018–2019 school year, 14.6 million children ate school 

breakfast.   The School Breakfast Scorecard from the Food 

Research and Action Center “analyzes participation in the 

School Breakfast Program among low-income children na-

tionally and in each state”.   The report also found that twenty 

two states experienced growth in the School Lunch Program 

with CT leading with a 10.6 % increase in participation 

among low income students.  

Waterford wants to increase our students participation and 

what better time than during National School Breakfast 

week  March 2-6!  Students are invited to join us right off the 

bus each morning for a nutritious  grab and go to class break-

fast.  A large variety of items are offered daily. A complete 

listing of menu items and prices can be found on our website.   

                                                                                             Please join us –it’s the best way to start your day! 



 

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSuper 

Waterford Public Schools 

Craig R. Merriman, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

Budget Timeline 

In an effort to promote continuing education and supporting the de-

velopment of Connecticut and its residents, the CT State Colleges 

and Universities (CSCU) Board of Regents has endorsed the Pledge 

to Advance Connecticut (PACT) program.  Through this initiative, the 

cost of attending community colleges in CT will be free for residents 

regardless of family income level.  Students who meet the eligibility 

requirements, outlined in the side text box, will be able to benefit 

from this program beginning in the Fall of 2020.  “PACT is a powerful 

message to potential students in Connecticut that education is attaina-

ble —and that we are investing in the future of our state...PACT will 

make access to Connecticut's community college system even more 

affordable — while maintaining excellence in education.” Connecti-

cut State Colleges and Universities President Mark Ojakian.  We are 

excited for the opportunities that this initiative will present for our 

Waterford families and students. 

For more information on the PACT program, please visit https://

www.ct.edu/pact.  

Pledge to Advance Connecticut 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt
https://www.ct.edu/pact.
https://www.ct.edu/pact.

